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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
USD SCHOOL OF NURSING ANNOUNCES GRANT FROM NATIONAL INSTITUTE
FOR MENTAL HEALTH TO TRAIN NURSES IN ADVANCED PSYCHIATRIC NURSING
A five-year, $1 million grant from the National Institute
for Mental Health has been awarded to the Unive rsity of San Diego
Philip Y. Hahn School of Nursing, Dean Irene Palmer has announced.
The grant, the Graduate Program in Advanced Psychiatric
Nursing, will provide institutional and training support to
registered nurses seeking Master's degrees in Psychiatric Nursing.
"The primary objective of the program is to prepare the
graduates in practice settings that deal with the chronically
mentally-ill patient," says Janet Blenner, Assistant Professor
of Nursing at USD and project director of the grant.

"In the

past, people with mental problems have been placed in institutions and then released, with only a brief period of outpatient
counseling.

This has resulted in a

'revolving door' phenomenon .

This program will focus on long-term , preventive outpatient therapy."
There is no program similar to it in the greater San Diego
region, according to Blenner.
The need for such a program was determined and identified by
the San Diego psychiatric community, and included extens~ve
discussions with various segments of the local health care community.
According to Blenner, students will receive training in
clinical theory and practice, with an emphasis on individual, family
and group counseling.
"Students will be prepared to initiate change," notes Blenner,
"and work within public institutions to deal with the chronically
mentally ill."
The grant will begin in the spring semester of 1980.
Interested nurses who hold a B.S.N. degree may obtain registration
and qualification information by calling the USD School of Nursing
at 291-6480, extension 4548.
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